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Equity in income distribution
Dr. M. Azizur Rahman

11Y birtl human beings are discrimi-
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Among the poor community a large section
is poor bv birth. It is not an offence. They
are also human beings. God has created
them with physical and mental power. The
society is historically obliged on humanitar-
ian ground to rescue them from such unfor-
tunate situation of ill-fed. The Poor also
possess talent and physical shength. We
should try to provide the poor with food,
cloth, housing, education and healt}t-care.
We should cultivate the culture of improv-
ing the talents of the poor children by pro-
viding them with nutrition and formal and
informal education. So we should come for-
ward with poverty alleviation programme.
Such programmes have been recognized
socially. politically, economically and his-
torically in various forms at different times.
For example towards the end of thirteenth
century, The Emperor Ashok, Babar, Akbar
and Humalun supplied food for the poor
from their storages. In religion there is a
provision of giving %kat and monetary
help so that the poor could add to their
income. But because of lack of specific law
and enforcement of law, Zakat is not prac-
ticed that rvay. Accorriling to politicnl econ-
omy, poverty alleviation and equitable dis-
tribution of national income are associated
witi economic development, religion and
humanity. And the equitable distribution of
income is as strong as the frame of law in
order to develop a couatry ,

It is not tlat much difficult to rea.lize
what income is or why and how it is

achieved. For instance national income
means the sum oftotal eamings of individ-
uils, groups, society, the country, govern-
ment and non-government institutions,
companies, trade and commerce and
employments. The income o{ t}e govem-
ment is only a part of national income, The
main source of govemment income is Tax

and Non-tax relenue. The govemment may
have its own sources of income in different
trade and courmerce; such as govemment
organizations, comtrranies, insurance, some
industries in the pmduction sectors. rrvice
sectors and other and otler. ,

The efiort of the gorcmment should be
maximizing t}te income from tax revenue
and utilizing tle money for equitable distri-
bution of income for tlre welfare of the peo-
ple. The difference between t]rc income and
expenditure ofthe government is termed as
profit or surplus. With this surplus the gov-
emment initiates social reforms, invests in
development infrastructure for the welfare
ofthe people.

C,overnment also ensures law and order
situation, takes steps to remove corruption
which signifes political commitnent ard
accountability ard which, works to remoye
poverty as a whole. Poverty may expand in
a counhy reasons ultimately. the reasons
are lack of proper planning and implemen-
tation, discrimination among different

classes of people, hatred, and lack of appro-
priate education and broadaess and so on.
Only because of discrimination the women-
folk and the minority are poorer thal male
community. In order to eradicate pol€rty
there should be reformation of socio-cul-
tural norms,

Our girls should go to schools, of6ces ald
business abiding by religions doctlines. The
gbvemment has to design a good plan to
remove gaps between regional discrimina-
tion and discrimination a8ainst the minori-
ty groups in order to allwiate poverty. The
govemment takes up various activities like
loan and inyestment facility, production,
service-oriented activities and increases the

rate of literacy for the prospelity of a coun-
try. Having met the poverty problem we
need to take care of an equitable distribu-
tion of emplo),ment and service-oriented
works such as women, minority, farmers,
children and elderly people.

The government should give subsidy to
tlese sectors; especially in education and
health-care centers there should be free
service. Income of an individual person
ultimately means a part of national income.
There is poverty in the society and at tlte
same time it is moral responsibility of
human society to alleviate poverty thtough
providing fiuitirl means.

That is why utilization of emplo)ment in
an equitable and feudal slstem should be
made by dint of accelerating national
income, progress and development. The
nation itself has to create an atnosphere
which is congenial and ftee of poverty and
where national opportunities are ensured.

One must not deny the impottance of
equitable distdbution of income and crcat-
ing methods conducive to the income dis-
tribution activities for that. We have to prq
vide education, employrnent, trade facilities
for people from poor and less-than solvent
families so that tie greater inter€st and t}le
national objectives of poverty alleviation
can be achieved. AII these objectives can be
achieved effectively by ereating and imple-
menting the broad, Iiberal and productive
laws and their effectire implementation.
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The g ouernrnent should giue subsidy to these sec-
tors; eqteciallg in educqtion 'and health-care
cerntezrs ihere sltould. be {ree seruice. Incotne of an
indiuidusl person ultbno;telg tne,arus a poirt of
rnc;tiono.l incotne. There is pouertg in the socie$
andc,tthe soltne time itis tnorqlrespottsibilitu oJi
htuncrn society to alleuiate pouertg through 7ro-
uiding{rui{ulrneants.


